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Hand-held automatic tape applicator. 
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A tape applicator having a handle and a housing 
is disclosed. A rotatable toothed gear is located 
in the housing and houses a tape roll. A pawl is 
engagable with the gear teeth of the toothed gear 
to alternately prevent and pernnit rotation of the 
tape roll. An applying arnn assembly projects the 
tape out of the housing to dispense the tape and 
withdraws the tape into the housing after some of 
the tape is dispensed. A trigger is mounted on 
the handle and is connected to the pawl and the 
applying arm. Retraction of the trigger into the 
handle disengages the pawl from the gear teeth 
and pivots the applying arm to the extended 
position. After application of the tape, extension 
of the trigger pivots the applying arm to the 
withdrawn position to move the tape into a 
position in which a fixed cutting blade severs the 
tape. 
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